Colombe and surrounds
9 Maniumpathy

Just off a busy thoroughfare in
fashionable Colombo 7, Maniumpathy is
a colonial manor that was converted to
a super-chic, eight-bedroom hotel two
years ago. The elegant rooms — all with
antiques, some with four-poster beds
— surround a courtyard garden with a
dining area and a pool.

Detalls Seven nights’ B&B costs

from £2,450pp, including stays at
Maniumpathy and Taylors Hill in the
Kandy Mountains, flights and transfers
(01224 313984, indianodyssey.co.uk)
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‘Midday and we're
through a swirling river in the
Grand Canyon of Jordan’

Jane Knight on an Arabian adventure

From romantic |
escapes in the hill
country to luxury

James Ellis picks
the best boutique
places to stay

1 Kumu Beach Balapitiva

Balapitiya beach, this newly opened

 hotel has ten rooms and suites, all with

tents by the beach,

¢ from €140 a night (07786 237594, _
¢ srilankacollection.com)

: 2 Amanwella Tangalle

: 3 Why House Talpe

§ Amans second Sri Lankan resort, €) Lo settve miles trom Galle Fort. ths

* Amanwedla, lies in 2 mature coconut A= boutique hotel sits in three acres of

- grove on one of Sri Lanka's most B landscaped gardens, with tropical

; that’s great - plants, fruit and spice trees.

: for surfing, There are 30 suites The hotel has eight elegant

i on a hillside just above the sand, ' | rooms, three in the main house

i each with floor-to-ceiling glass (a dlassic Singhalese villa),

: walls that open out on to a S8l three in a garden villa and

: private courtyard with a plunge two in individual cottages.

: pool. There’s also a 47m infinity -l The atmosphere is one of a

: pool with a terrace i ©osy private home, albeit with

i the ocean, The restaurant gorgeous food, an Ayurvedic
and beach club serve freshly spa and a pool. Dalawella beach, a
caught fish and dinner can also ! lagoan created by a protective reef,

: be enjoyed on the beach. I8 a tuk-tuk ride away.

i Delalls B&B doubles cost from : Detalis B&B doubles cost from £345

* E500 a night (amanwella.com) i anight (whyhouseszilanka.com) »
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4 Fort Bazaar Galle
Drawing on Galle Fort's Meorish history, -
Fort Bazaar looks to Morocco for
inspiration, rather than to the Dutch
cotonial era. Inside it is light, modem
and chic, with Middle Eastern touches

mosaic cushions,
|lamps and patterned floor tiles. In the
evening glass tealights illurpinate an
interior courtyard round Which the
rooms and suites are set.
Detalls B&B doubles cost from £217
a night (i-escape.com)

Hill country and Kandy
5 Camellia Hills
Castlereagh Reservoir

Drink in the mountain vistas of the

. programmes. Take part in daily yoga

: sessions, or have the spa team create
- a tailored Ayurvedic programme,
learn to cook Jocal food and hike

: through the jungle.

rDeWsSemnWlulO-bo:dcoﬂs

: from £2,546pp, Including flights.

¢ and transters (020 3397 8891,

. healthandfitnesstravel.com)

: 7 Kandy House Kandy
" In the leay outskirts of bustling Kandy,

= when it was first converted in 2005

° Twelve years later, that reputation

: remains intact. In a quiet jungle setting,
© it has eight plush rooms named after

* indigenous butterflies, most with

: Details Eight nights’ B&B, including four -

© at Ulagalla in the Cultural Triangle and
- four at the Kandy House, costs from
. £3,000pp, inchuding flights and the

: services of a chautfeuriguide (020 7426 -
bilacklomate.com) s

6 Santani Wellness
Resort & Spa Werapitiva
Ayurveda is so revered in Sri Lanka that
there is even a Ministry of Indigenous
Medicine, 5o it may seém strange that it
took until last year for the country to
get its first true destination spa retreat.
Santani has 16 rooms offering huge
glass-fronted windows and hill country
views, as well as holistic health

: 9888,

: 8 Taylors Hill Deltota

onmelnolemdenmamemw— 2 mmm

: Jeading the way to mass commercial : to Coloml

| production on the island—and this © 2PoULES00 retum

: hotel, close to the historic pl :

: is named after him. Most colonial i mm o
conversions in Sri Lanka : inders.com)
themselves in antiques, and Taylors : Kuoni (kuonicouk) can
does that too — but in a much funkier © 3Tange talommade
way, with statement wallpaper and jTiciays that cons

i contemporary colour schemes. different areas.

i Detalis Half-board doubles cost from

* £120 a night (taylorshillkandy.com)

: ot SriLanka

# Colombo and surrounds
: 9 Maniumpathy
Jmoﬂawywmw:te

ehiomabl ColntnboT“

Llsi

¢ of Sei Lanka’s most famoas political

ca to
;awp&chlcelgh!-bedmm two

rooms — all with

H ago, The elegant
3 umques. some with four-poster beds
: — surround a courtyard

dmmgamandlpeol
¢ Detalls Seven nights’ B&B costs

: from £2,450pp, including stays at

: Maniumpathy and Taylors Hill in the

: Kandy flights and
(01224 313984, indianodyssey.couk)

garden with a

i 10 Paradise Road Tintagel
: Prince Charles and Camilla stayed
* on a visit in 2013 and the hotel retains an

here

* timber floors and rain showers, it has a
. lap pool, spa and & romantic bar laden
: Detalls B&B suites cost from £118 a

. night (booking.com)

Cultural triangle
: 11 Water Garden Sigiriya
: Opened Jess than a year ago and

to resemble the ancient water

Lion
Rock. Designed by Channa Daswatte, a

- designed to
- gardens of Sigiriva, this resort is a
* 20-minute drive from the famous
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protégé of Srl Lanka's legendary architect © where guests can draw and paint.

Sir Geoffrey Bawa, the resort has 30 Meals are vegetarian and no alcohol is
stilted water villas tucked into lush, green - served.
landscape. Most of them have private - Detalls Half-board doubles cost from
pools. The split-level bar has sunset * £160 a night (diyabubuta.com)
views over the rock itself. i
et it fl National parks
1020, 7819 9770, 3 i 14 Gal Oya Lodge
12 Ulagalia Resort i Gal Oyva
J\nuradhdpura On the istand's eastern side, the

dedl by 58 acres of ground §renme(;alOya!%ltomll’atk
inchuding paddy fields, a forestanda © Jjerative to Yala, and when it

© comes to where to stay, there
: alternatives to

site. %
Including flights and the services of  : \.v;s BB doubles cost from £169
a chauffeur/guide (020 7426 9888, $ homissmithcomd |-
(0330 1003180, mrai H

5 Wild Coast Tented R

13 Diyabubula Dambulla i
mbulla has long been famed forits | LOdge Yala { the Jungle Beach resort
anclent cave paintings and proximity : Set to open in November, this new lodge — T e &
to the Lion Rock in Sigiriya, and thisis ¢ sits between the leopard and elephant
the place to stay when you see them. . hotspot Yala National Park and a
bula consists of fve rustic villas beantiful beach. It will feature 28
designed by one of the country’s : luxurious tented cocoon suites with
greatest living artists, Laki Senanayake. © copper bathtubs and private pools.
The resort surrounds Laki’s studio, Famlﬁuwmbeahlelobootmons

* with adjoining “urchins”, smaller tented

suites perfect for little ones.

: Detalis Allinchusive doubles cost from
© £680, Inchuding two game drives a day
: (resplenden

tceylon.com)

: 16 Chena Huts Yala
© With the Indian Ocean on one side and
: Yala National Park on the other, Chena

Huts has M4 luxury wooden cabins,

huge comfy bed
daily game drives in the park,
elephants, leopards
and tropical birds. There is a
traditional
Sri Lankan menu, as well as
| an International one, at the
beachside restaurant,
Detalis Doubles cost from
£432 a night
(mrandmrssmith.com)

.
: 17 Villa don Hendrick
i Tangalle

Near the fighing town of Tangalle, and

;juanlwﬁummmvmadon
fhmﬂmdamnemgmmm

- bungalow has a living room and a
= libeary, with rooms in three bungalows,

each with its own plunge pool and a
inside. Expect
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: 18 Tri Lake Koggala

3 Choose from
; momxorlabﬂdevﬂbwnhplume

i 19 Anantaya Passikudah
i This hotel may be on the large side, but
i itis one of the best on the east coast

¢ thanks to rustic-chic styling and its

i location on a fabulous stretch of beach,
: Rooms have large picture windows and
: Thai and Balinese styling There are two
; incloding 3

seafood offering, the Blue Coral.
¢ Detuis Half-board doubles cost from
: £146 (01306 747008, kuonl.co.uk)

20 Jungle Beach .
i Trincomalee
Ever since the civil war ended eight

ago, people have been talking

: years

: about S Lanka’s beautiful east coast

© opening up, With three types of room,

: guests can choose to overiook the beach,
: @ lagoon or the jungle. There’s also a

: spa and a pool.

. Detalis B&B doubles cost from £157 a

- night (ugaescapes.com)



